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I would first like to say what a tremendous honor it is to be the PTF President for the 2009-2010 school year.  It is with great humility that I accept this tremendous responsibility.  I have been a military leader, a leader in corporate America, I have ran my own business, and I am the Men’s Ministry Leader in my Church, but I can’t think of anything in my life that is going to have more far reaching impact than the journey we now prepare to embark upon.  The efforts we now bring forth will directly impact the future of our children.

When we enroll our children in Shining Light Academy we are making a commitment to our children and to God to give them the very best.  It will take all of us working collectively in a harmonious and loving spirit to ensure that we do just that.  In Africa they have a saying that it takes a village to raise a child.  Shining Light Academy is a part of that village.

I think back to the vision that was first given to Pastor Jimmy Dillon to start a private Christian School.  He had no building, no teachers, no classrooms, no books, no administrators, no athletic teams, no uniforms, no cafeteria, no lockers, etc., but God gave him a vision.  When God gives you a vision it is not just for entertainment purposes.  God places a vision upon those that he can entrust to bring the vision to fruition.  When God gives you a vision he also gives you provision to carry it out.  Today we have an outstanding environment to send our children to receive a Christian based education because Pastor Jimmy Dillon not only had a vision, but he acted upon the vision and made it a reality.  As we constantly strive to evolve and move towards excellence, let’s not forget how far we have come.  Let’s never forget to give God praise for all the great things he has done in all of our lives.

I can tell you that it has been a true blessing to be a part of Shining Light Academy.  I don’t know if I have any qualifications that make me worthy of such an important responsibility.  I can only tell you that I love these children, and I just want to do God’s will.  I believe that the work, money, time, and effort we are putting into this school are directly sewing a seed into the kingdom of God.  The name of our school is Shining Light.  Jesus said in Matthew 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which in heaven”.  I don’t want us to be a small glimmering light, but I want our light to shine so brightly that our school will become a beacon for the entire world to see.
For those of you that are enrolling your children in Shining Light Academy for the first time and for those of you that are uncertain as to the function of the PTF, I would like to give you an overview of what the Parent Teacher Fellowship (PTF) does.  The PTF plans, organizes, and orchestrates many of the events and fund raising activities that take place within the school.  The PTF also has periodic meetings where parents, teachers, and administrators come together to fellowship and discuss things that are going on within the school.  This is far different than the PTA that I grew up with in public schools, where you went and spoke to the teachers a couple of times a year and went back home.  To put it quite simply, our school depends largely on the work of the PTF to operate.  Shining Light Academy does not receive any funding from state or federal governments, and it relies on tuitions, fundraisers, tithes and offerings from the Church, donations, and gifts to operate. 
My vision moving forward for the PTF is as follows.  We have sent out surveys for each parent to fill out.  Once we receive them back we will assemble a team of outstanding people that have a desire in their heart to make Shining Light Academy the very best it can be.  We will then hold a meeting to organize the events and fundraising activities for every month of the 2009-2010 school year.  We will also determine all the activities that will be a part of the fall festival.  Once we have a plan in place we will work together as a team to bring the vision to reality and make the 2009-2010 school year the best year ever.  We have many exciting and fun events planned for next school year that I believe you are going to thoroughly enjoy.  When you come to an event I don’t want you to feel like you are just coming to give money to the school, but I want you to look forward to these events with great anticipation.  I am working to come up with some creative, imaginative, and fun ideas that the whole family will enjoy. 
During the 2009-2010 school year Mr. Russ, Mrs. Teague, and I will work together to keep parents, teachers, faculty, and students informed of any planned improvements to the school, facilities, or curriculum.  As a parent I know that it is important for you to you to know where the money is going that comes into the school.  I would ask that you not lose sight of the tremendous costs incurred with just operating the school on a daily basis.  I know it is important for you to know that your children are receiving an outstanding education.  I have seen several improvements made to the school since my child has been enrolled, but those improvements many times go unnoticed because they are not publicized.  As far as the education our children receive, I feel it is superior, though we are always striving to get better.  Our children have tested in the top 15 percent in the nation in standardized testing.  I have a Masters Degree in Business, and I have sit down at the dining room table many nights with my daughter to help her with her homework, and I can tell you that the work is very demanding for her age level.  Education is extremely important to me for it has carried me to many places that I never thought I would go.  It is very important to me to know that our children are receiving a great education, and I believe they are.  

It is my vision, and my intent that the PTF meetings in the 2009-2010 school year will be free of negativity, for negativity is a cancer that works to destroy all creative things.  I would ask that we work in a cooperative and loving spirit with each other.  In John 15:12 Jesus said “This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you”.  We are all in this together, and we all want the same things.  We are all on the same team working toward the same objectives.  It takes all of us working together to make it happen.  None of us have all the answers, but working together we will achieve amazing results.  I also intend to integrate fellowship into these meetings.  I want to have some time before the beginning of the meetings, where we can have something to eat and get to know one another.
I thank God for our teachers, and want to ensure that we always treat them with the honor and respect they deserve.  They have a tremendously important and difficult job.  I look back at my life, and realize that it was several teachers and coaches throughout my education that had the most significant impact in my life.

In spite of all the sensationalism in our news media today designed to keep you in a constant state of fear and anxiety, we remain people of faith.  If we have true faith in God we can not be in fear, for fear is the opposite of faith.  For the parents, I would ask you to reflect back on your school days.  We often refer to these days as our good old days.  I would remind you that in spite of the economy, in spite of the recession, in spite of everything going on around you, this is our children’s good old days.
My vision is to make their good old days great.  With your help I believe we can accomplish this.  I know we all grow weary sometime from our daily struggles, but I am asking you to step up, dig down deep, and ask yourself if you are doing everything you can do.
I ask that you keep me, our school, our administrators, our teachers, our faculty, our children, and our parents in your prayers on a daily basis.  I can assure you that I will be praying for each one of you.  I look forward to serving you as your PTF president in the 2009-2010 school year.  It is with great excitement, that I look forward to the journey ahead.  I love you and God bless you.   

